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Local Rules Section 1 - Eligibility 

1-1. Residence 

All players entered in the tournaments must be a resident of The Villages or have a 

valid guest ID. 

1-2. Dress code 

Casual attire suitable to meet the recreation department guidelines for dress is the only 

requirement. 

1-3. Entering Events 

Registered users of the TFC website can enter online.  Walk in entry is possible if the 

tournament field has not been filled online.  When the field has been filled online, entries 

are still accepted online and the entrants are place on a first-come first-serve waiting 

list. 

1-4. Eligibility to Win 

All entrants are eligible to win.  

Local Rules Section 2 - Fees and Expenses 

2-1. Entry Fee 

The current entry fee for the TFC tournaments is $10.  Payment is made at the 

tournament prior to the start of play.  

2-2. Expenses 

All entry fees are paid back as prize money to the players.
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Local Rules Section 3 - Play 

3-1. Day and Time 

The TFC tournaments are played on Friday afternoon beginning at 3:00 PM.  Players 

should arrive at least 15 minutes early to pay their entry fee. 

 

3-2. Location 

The Silver Lake recreation center is home to the tournaments.  While Silver Lake is 

undergoing renovations the tournaments are temporarily being held at the Canal Street 

recreation center. 

3-3. Type of Games Played 

1. Every month the game being played during the first tournament played that 
month will be 8-ball.   
2. The following week the game for the tournament will be 9-ball.   

3. The game played in each of the subsequent weeks will alternate between 8-ball 

and 9-ball  

3-4. Tournament Rules 

1. Play is governed by the rules of the BCA Pool League 

2. Local rules defined in this document take precedence over the rules of the BCA 

Pool League. 

3-5. Tournament Format 

The format used for the tournaments will be the round-robin format.  In this format every 

player has a match scheduled against every other player in the tournament.  The 

standings are determined by the number of wins by each player.  The number of games 

played against each opponent is determined as follows: 

1. If the game being played in the tournament is 8-ball, then each match will consist 

of one game.  The score sheet will have a score of either 1 or 0 in the score column of 

the row for each round. 

2. If the game being played in the tournament is 9-ball, then each match will consist 

of two games.  The score sheet will have a score of either 2, 1, or 0 in the score column 

of the row for each round. 
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3-6. Beginning a match 

1. Table Selection – opponents should agree on a table to play.  The table chosen 

should be a neutral table if possible, that is, a table on which neither player has just 

played a match. 

2. Determining which player breaks 

A. Prior to beginning play of the first game of a four-game match the 

opponents will lag or flip a coin to determine which player breaks to begin 

the first game. 

B. For subsequent games in the match between those players the break will 

alternate between the two players. 

 

3-7. Late Arrival 

Occasionally, a player may be late in arriving.  If this does happen and the player has 

made it known that he is going to be there then the tournament director will make every 

attempt to allow the player to play without disrupting the tournament.  However, unless 

the player has called to inform the tournament director that he is on the way the 

tournament will be started and the player replaced if a replacement is available. 

3-8. 9-Ball Called Shot 

Except for the opening break shot, in order for the 9-ball to be legally pocketed the 

shooter shall designate the called pocket before shooting.  You should designate the 9-

ball and the called pocket before attempting to pocket the 9-ball. You may make the 

designation verbally or by a clear, unambiguous gesture. When the 9-ball is the current 

object ball and the intended pocket is obvious you are not required to call the 9-ball.   

You are not required to indicate incidental kisses and caroms, or incidental cushion 

contacts that do not constitute bank shots or kick shots. Not all kisses, caroms and 

cushion contacts are incidental. If a dispute arises as to whether a shot was obvious 

based on such contact, the referee is the sole judge.  

 An obvious shot is a shot in which the non-shooting player has no doubt as to, or does 

not question, the called ball and the called pocket. The following types of shots are 

exceptions and are defined as being "not obvious": 

a. Anytime that the 9-ball is not the lowest ball on the table 

b. Bank shots 

c. Kick shots 

d. Combination shots 

e. Shots that include, caroms, kisses, or cushion contacts that are not incidental 
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f. Any shot judged as not obvious by the referee 

If the 9-ball is pocketed in a different pocket, it is spotted. If you legally pocket any other 

ball, but do not legally pocket the 9-ball, the other ball or balls remain down and if you 

did not commit a foul your turn continues.   

Local Rules Section 4 - Player’s Responsibilities 

4-1. Arrival 

It is the responsibility of the player to arrive at least 15 minutes prior to the start of play  

If a player does not arrive at least 15 minutes to the start of play the tournament director 

may designate another player to replace the late player in the tournament.   

4-2. Withdrawal from event 

If a conflict arises that prevents a player from participating in the tournament it is the 

player’s responsibility to withdraw from the tournament in a timely manner.  Withdrawal 

is accomplished online on the page for the specific tournament.  If a player must 

withdraw and cannot do so online, then the player should contact the tournament 

director by telephone. 

4-3. Standby List 

It is the responsibility of any player on the standby list to observe changes in the 

standby list.  That is a player may be moved from the standby list to the playing list at 

any time prior to the start of the tournament.  Although an email is generated when this 

occurs it may not arrive in a timely manner and therefore it is the responsibility of every 

player to watch for changes. 

4-4. Score Sheet 

It is the responsibility each player to keep score for his matches on the score sheet 

provided.  It is the responsibility of each player to verify that the opposing player’s score 

sheet is correct and to sign in the appropriate space on the score sheet to indicate that 

the score has been verified.
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Local Rules Section 5 - Score Keeping 

5-1. Order of play 

Each player receives a score sheet with the matches that the player is scheduled to 

play in order from top to bottom.  Matches must be played only in the order specified on 

the score sheet.  Do not skip a round to play a match with a different player, wait until 

the player for your schedule match becomes available. 

5-2. Scoring each game 

Care must be taken when entering scores to ensure that the score is entered properly 

on the proper space.  Enter only your score on your score sheet.  Verify that your 

opponent has entered the proper score on his score sheet.  Scores are entered as 

numerals.    

Local Rules Section 6 - Sportsmanship 

When playing any of the billiard sports good sportsmanship is a must.  Players should 

exercise good sportsmanship at all times.  This includes notifying your opponent of any 

fouls or rules violations that you have committed and notifying your opponent that he 

has ball in hand.  League play is governed by the BCA Pool League Rules. 

6-1. Leaving Early 

Players are expected to play every round of a match.  Unless an emergency arises a 

player must play the entire tournament.  Leaving early without a valid excuse is an 

unsportsmanlike action and will result in an indefinite suspension from tournament 

entry. 

6-2. No Show 

If a player is unable to attend an event which the player has entered it is the player’s 

responsibility to withdraw from the event.  When the withdrawal occurs within 24 hours 

of the scheduled start of the event the player should notify the tournament directors by 

telephone.  Failure to withdraw properly may result in an indefinite suspension from 

tournament play. 

  


